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 NEWSLETTER OF THE CORNISH ASSOCIATION OF WESTERN A USTRALIA INC. 
 

Issue 68.                                                                                                                     MAY 2010. 
 

  This newsletter must begin with a sincere apology to 
our members, who have done without for so long. 
  Unfortunately our commitments have increased; both 
with our clubs and in our personal life; and some things 
had to be put aside. In both cases, one of these was the 
newsletter. We have however, tried to keep information 
up to the websites, for those of you with access to 
computers. 

  Editors – Ralph and Wendy Thomas. 
 

COMING EVENTS. 
 

Tuesday, May 25 th – PASTY SUPPER. 
  Please bring along your Cornish Pasty and 
join us for this annual event. It is hoped that Robyn 
Hearn-Houts will be with us for this evening and give us a 
talk on what is happening in the Cornish world of 
California. Robyn is the daughter and sister of members 
Barbara and Mike Hearn. 
 
Tuesday, June 29 th – MONTHLY MEETING. 
 
Tuesday, July 27 th – MONTHLY MEETING. 
 
Tuesday, AUGUST 31 st – MONTHLY MEETING. 
 
Tuesday, September 28 th – CORNISH SUPPER. 

 

  Bring along your favourite Cornish dish 
and share with other members in 
enjoying our annual delicious and varied 
Cornish cuisine. 

 
Tuesday, October 26 th – MONTHLY MEETING. 
 
Tuesday, November 30 th – BRING & BUY STALL and 
LAST MEETING FOR THE YEAR. 
 

  If you can think of anything you can contribute to our 
monthly meetings, please bring it along and share with 
us. It does not have to be Cornish, just anything of 
interest to other members. We need your input to 
continue to make our meetings interesting and varied. 
 
 

SOLAR POWER FOR THE WESTCOUNTRY 
 

  A £40 million network of “sun farm” solar power 
stations could be rolled out across parts of the 
Westcountry. Backers of the plans say the facilities 
would treble the amount of energy generated from the 
sun in the UK. At present, the UK produces just 10MW 
of solar power. The farms, if all 10 are completed, will 
generate 20MW, enough to power 10,000 homes. 
  Ten sites are planned for locations across Cornwall and 
the Isles of Scilly, with the first being built on a 15-acre 

site between St. Kew and St. Mabyn in North Cornwall. 
It is hoped it will start generating power in April 2011. 
  Benbole Energy Farm, which is behind the scheme, said 
if everything goes to plan 7 other ‘silicon vineyards’ will 
be rolled out across Cornwall, with 2 others on the Isles 
of Scilly. 
  BEF is working with Penzance-
based Renewable Energy 
Cooperative to specify design and 
install the 2MW solar photovoltaic 
farm in North Cornwall. The 
company said each panel stands no more than 2m high, 
which it hopes will allow it to avoid the sort of objections 
raised to wind farms in the South West. The company 
hopes that a series of smaller farms would allow local 
communities to have a stake in the schemes, providing 
power for local homes as well as for the national grid.  
 

SCILLY CELEBRATES ‘BEST EVER’ GIG COMPETITION 
 

  The Scilly 
Isles are 
gradually 
getting back 
to normal 
after the 
21st annual 
World Pilot 
Gig 
championsh
ips, which 
saw the population more than double, shop shelves 
stripped and usually serene streets filled with revellers. 
  The event welcomed 127 gigs for three days worth of 
racing in which the trophy was eventually won by 
Falmouth ladies crew and Par Bay in the men’s contest. 
  Before the veterans races got underway on Friday night, 
there was a blessing ceremony on the beach to welcome 
the sport’s newest gig into service. Calstock’s latest boat, 
the Cream of Cornwall, was finished just a few weeks 
before the championship and had not even had her 
maiden voyage. It acted as a lucky charm for the Cornish 
club, whose ladies finished top of their group in a best 
ever result. The club secretary was ecstatic, “It was her 
first time in the water and she feels fantastic.” 
  The boat was bought with the help of a grant from 
Cornish dairy company Rodda’s, whose managing 
director was on hand to see the gig in action.  
“Gig rowing and clotted cream seemed a natural Cornish 
partnership”- said Nick Rodda. 
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CATCHING UP! 

 

  For those members who have not attended recent meetings, 
here are a few updates on what has been happening over the 
past few months. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NINETY-EIGHT YEARS YOUNG! 
   

  At the November meeting we held our annual Bring and Buy 
Stall, which as usual was well patronised by members and we 
are happy to report an increase in our bank balance. At the 
same time we were pleasantly entertained by Folk Singer Rhys 
Wood, son of members Ray and Jan. 
  During the supper break, our eldest member and VIP, Eileen 
Phillips, cut a birthday cake to celebrate her 98th birthday. 
Beside her were Barbara Hearn (left) and Pat Banks, who 
celebrated their 85th and 83rd birthdays during the same week. 
Our congratulations and best wishes to all of them. 

 
BBC RADIO CORNWALL CAME TO CALL. 

 

  On 12th January this year, after a quick email and phone 
around to metropolitan members, an impromptu afternoon tea 
was arranged at the home of Ralph and Wendy Thomas, so 
members could meet and be interviewed by Denis Nightingale, 
reporter for Radio Cornwall. Denis was conducting interviews 
for a live broadcast from Melbourne, for the BBC Breakfast 
Show in Cornwall on Friday 15th January. 
  A couple of our interviews were aired during this programme 
and a couple of excerpts of the CAWA members singing 
Trelawny were played.  
  A number of the interviews concerned the tragic fires of Black 
Saturday, where unfortunately St. Just Point and its Cornish 
miners’ cottages were razed. It is hoped to erect a monument to 
the Cornish Miners who made Bendigo the world’s richest 
goldfield in the 19th Century. 
  On 20th February in Newquay, Cornwall; the massed Cornish 
Male Voice Choirs ran a concert to raise funds for this proposed 
monument. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of the CAWA enjoy afternoon tea with 
BBC Reporter Denis Nightingale on the far right. 

   Bendigo is the sister city of Penzance  in 
Cornwall, Los Altos in America and  

Tianshui in China. The flags of these three 
cities fly above the Sister Cities Gardens 
in Rosalind Park in the heart of Bendigo, 
which were officially opened in February 
of this year by the Mayor of Bendigo City, 
Cllr. Rod Campbell and the President of 

The Sister Cities Committee, and Cornish 
descendant, Peter Mundy.  

 
ST. PIRAN’S DAY ANNUAL PICNIC/BBQ 

Saturday, 6th March at the home of  
Ralph and Wendy Thomas, in Beckenham. 

  

  It was rather a poor turnout of members for this annual 
occasion, and we will have to look at it in the future. 
Unfortunately Lambert and daughter Gwyneth made a 
mistake in the date and did not make the day. 
  However, as usual, the members who came along 
enjoyed themselves and many interesting conversations 
were to be heard around the dinner table. 
  Anne Reveley, as is becoming a tradition; brought along 
her Star-Gazey Pie, for members to enjoy, albeit a small 
one this year. 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
30th March, 2010. 

 

  The only change at this meeting was the resignation of our 
Honorary Auditor, Les Wearne, from this year. 
  We take this opportunity to thank Les for handling this job for 
so long. 
  Mike Hearn has now kindly offered to take on this position; 
otherwise your Committee is the same as before.   We would 
however, gladly accept offers for any changes in the situation. 
 

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2010 ARE NOW OVERDUE!  
PLEASE SEND THEM IN NOW!  

 
 

Cornish nationalists call for shop ban on 
England flags. 
 

Cornish nationalists have launched an internet 
campaign to have English flags being sold in 

the run up to the football World Cup removed from shops in 
the county. A vast array of goods carrying the Cross of St. 
George has popped up in shops ahead of the tournament which 
starts in South Africa on June 11.  
  However, Mebyon Kernow Councillor Andrew Long in 
Callington, said he wasn’t offended by the flags, but would not 
criticise individuals for their choice of campaign.  
  “We are”, he said, “A multi-cultural party who believe in 
respecting other people’s culture and tradition while 
encouraging Cornish culture and traditions.” 
 
PIRATES SEE OFF MUNSTER MEN: 
  It may not have been within the 
confines of the imposing 
Twickenham coliseum, but the 
Cornish Pirates celebrated another 
famous final victory, this time 
sinking Irish giants Munster 23-14 at 
the Recreation Ground last week. Chris Stirling’s men lifted 
the inaugural British & Irish Cup with a highly impressive 
display on their home turf. By the final whistle Camborne 
celebrations were already in full flow and as the Marine Band 
trooped across the field, this was a day to remember for the 
Pirates and for Cornish rugby. 
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From The Times - November 14, 2009 

RALPH BIRD: Cornish boatbuilder. 
Sent in by Pat Banks. 

 

  Ralph Bird was the Cornish 
craftsman boat-builder who 
took the moribund sport of 
Cornish pilot gig racing from 

the pages of the history books and turned it into a thriving 
competitive pastime, claimed now to be the fastest-growing 
community sport in the West Country and even to have 
become an international sport. 
  The scale of Bird’s contribution to this anachronistic revival 
may be partly gauged from the fact that of 141 registered gigs 
now in use, he personally hand-built 29 of them. 
  And it was also on his initiative, and indeed in his front room, 
that the racing gigs’ standard form was agreed and the 
governing body of the sport of racing them was conceived and 
christened. 
  The Cornish pilot gig, a traditional rowboat customarily 
powered by six rowers, originated in the late 17th century as an 
all-purpose workhorse, or, as Bird liked to say, “the white van” 
of the harbours, estuaries and coastal waters of the South West. 
  They were also more dramatically employed in salvage, 
smuggling and life-saving, and their principal purpose was to 
take pilots out as quickly as possible to incoming ships. For 
this, gigs needed lightness, buoyancy and lithe flexibility to be 
manageable in heavy seas. 
  The sport of gig racing derived from the keen competition 
between gig crews to reach incoming ships first and to get their 
pilot aboard to claim the pilotage fee. 
 When engines supplanted sails and oars, interest in gig racing 
clung on in Newquay and the Isles of Scilly, though the few 
19th-century traditional gigs still in use survived the Second 
World War only because they were kept watertight and 
seaworthy so that they could be used for training sea cadets. 
  Bird was, by his own account, enraptured by the speed and 
elegance of the gigs when he first saw them as a teenager. 
Inspired by a zealot’s desire to see them racing again on the 
River Fal, he arranged with Newquay Rowing Club to borrow 
three of their traditional gigs to stage the first Ralph Bird Three 
Rivers Race in Truro in 1981. The drive and determination 
with which he promoted the event triggered a renewed revival, 
and within a few years four more clubs — Mount’s Bay, 
Cadgwith, Roseland and Truro — had been formed to compete 
and to popularise the sport. 
  Bird and George Northey, of Newquay, arranged a meeting of 
club representatives, which was held on December 5, 1986, in 
the front room of Bird’s cottage at Carnon Mine, Devoran. 
They agreed that in future gigs should be built to standard 
measurements, and that a Cornish Pilot Gig Association should 
be established to ensure the specification was respected. 
  The following January, at the Royal Hotel, Truro, Bird’s 
detailed specifications, based on the famous Newquay gig 
Treffry, reckoned the best made by William Peters, of St 
Mawes, the pre-eminent gig builder of the 19th century, were 
accepted for the future standard — a clinker-built rowboat 
fashioned from planks of narrow-leaf Cornish elm, 32ft long 
and with a beam of 4ft 10in. The first gig that Bird had built 
himself — Buller, which he made for Cadgwith in 1986 — was 
a copy of Treffry. Bird became president and life member of 
the Cornish Pilot Gig Association, an ever-present and 
indispensable driving force behind its growth and 
development. There are now 53 affiliated clubs, mostly in 
Cornwall, but also in Devon, Dorset, Somerset, Avon, and 
Pembrokeshire. World championships held in the Isles of 

Scilly have attracted teams from as far afield as London, the 
Netherlands, France, the US, Australia and the Faeroe Islands. 
It is now reckoned that more than 7,000 people  participate in 
gig racing at more than 300 regattas around the South West 
each summer, and many thousands more from all over Britain 
and the world enjoy watching the keenly fought races. 
  For 21 years Bird, a painstaking and unhurried perfectionist, 
produced from his small but functional workshop in Devoran 
classic gigs for many of the leading clubs of enthusiasts that 
his initiative had inspired. A quiet, mild-mannered and 
unassuming man, he was a peerless craftsman, but also a 
prodigious researcher and amateur marine historian, amassing 
over decades a vast fund of detailed information, photographs 
and reference material about all his subjects. 
   His public talks about gigs, pilot cutters, wooden boats 
generally and local history conveyed his enthusiasm and 
delights in the subjects, and usually sold out. He lectured on 
boat-building at Falmouth Marine School and made weekly 
visits to the National Maritime Museum, Cornwall, where he 
was closely involved in a succession of restoration projects.   
As a historian Bird wrote two books, one a history of Newquay 
Rowing Club and the other Devoran and its River: A 
Photographic History, which won a prize from Waterstone’s in 
Truro as its bestselling local history book. 
   A great traditionalist, Bird built boats that were likened by 
Enthusiasts to the works of the great cabinet makers. A notice 
displayed in his workshop declared: “If God wanted fibreglass 
boats there would be fibreglass trees” (but, of course, some 
clubs do now use fibreglass training gigs to reduce wear and 
tear on their wood-built classics). 
  Ralph Ian Bird was born of a Cornish family in 1942 in Fish 
Hoek, Cape Town, South Africa, where his father, who died 
while Ralph was still young, was living because of ill health. 
He spent his first birthday aboard a ship back to Britain, and 
was brought up in Cornwall by his mother and his grandfather, 
who worked on the ships in Falmouth harbour. As a youngster 
Bird was regularly taken aboard the gunboats and battleships 
laid up in the Fal estuary after the war. He often said he was 
the only boy who had been lucky enough to have had a real 
fleet to play with instead of a mere model boat. 
  After attending primary school and technical college in 
Cornwall he learnt his craft as a shipwright through an 
apprenticeship with Falmouth Boat Construction. Once he had 
perfected his skills, he told friends, his teenage interest with 
traditional Cornish pilot gigs became an adult obsession. 
  On October 6, 2007, the year he retired from boat-building, 
all 29 gigs that he had built were brought together on the beach 
at Newquay for the christening and launch of his last, built for 
the Porthgain club in Wales. The owners named it Ralph Bird 
in honour of its creator. 
  Bird had been battling cancer for years and more recently 
suffered a debilitating stroke. Such was his popularity in the 
world of gig rowing that his funeral in Truro Cathedral this 
month was attended by some thousand mourners, many of 
them gig rowers wearing, as Bird had requested, their gig club 
colours for the occasion. His coffin, draped in the Cornish flag 
of St Piran, was towed to the cathedral aboard the gig William 
Peters, which he built for Roseland in 1987, and gig rowers 
formed a guard of honour on the cathedral steps with raised 
oars as the coffin was carried in. Bird is survived by his second 
wife, Marie, former postmistress of Devoran Post Office, and 
by three children of his first marriage. Ralph Bird, boatbuilder 
and president of the Cornish Pilot Gig Association, was born 
on August 1, 1942. He died of cancer on November 2, 2009, 
aged 67. 
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‘RETURN OF THE NATIVE’ –   

a regular column on Cornish life  
sent in by Colin Roberts. 

 

Cornish Wrestling Trophy Returned to rightful Owners 
 

  Late last year the Cornish Mining World Heritage Site 
and Cornish Wrestling Association came together to 
unravel a puzzle that led to a Cornish Wrestling trophy, 
won in South Africa by a Cornishman, being returned to 
the family of the man who won it, Sam Ham. 
 

 
 

  Eagle-eyed digger operator, Paul Richards noticed 
something shining in the ground he was digging and 
stopped to check what it was. A little battered and worse 
for wear, he discovered it to be a pewter trophy won by 
one Sam Ham in Jeppestown, South Africa. 
  He reported the find to his site agent, Wayne Wilford, 
who had the foresight to ask the Cornish Mining World 
Heritage Site if they knew anything about it. WHS 
Manager Deborah Boden, and her staff contacted the 
Cornish Wrestling Association and publicity was soon 
high as the local media swooped on the story. 
  As a result of the publicity a number of members of 
Sam Ham’s family came forward advising that the trophy, 
awarded nearly a century ago, had been one of three 
that different members of the family had treasured and 
proudly displayed in their homes. However this one had 
been stolen over twenty years ago and believed lost 
forever. 
  The two associations arranged last month for the trophy 
to be presented by the finders to members of the family 
who had been brought back together after many years as 
a result of the find. 
 

 
 
  Cornish wrestling champion, Gerry Cawley, was on 
hand and came dressed for the occasion in his wrestling 

attire to be a part of the presentation. Among family 
members was 92 year old Doris Butler, the wife of one of 
Sam’s four step sons, who remembered Sam and his 
wrestling prowess. 
 

 
 

  One of the trophies is in Australia with Sam’s step 
grand-daughter and now brothers Brian and Frank Butler 
have theirs back on display in Cornwall. 
  A family reunion with a happy ending and a piece of 
Cornish history back where it belongs. 
 

3 out of 4 for ‘Johnsy’ in the St Columb Hurling 
 

  Sean Johns Junior backed up his Shrove Tuesday 2009 
win by winning the Silver Ball in both hurls in St Columb 
this year. His parents and younger brother are all in the 
picture below taken at the traditional ‘calling up’ of the 
ball beside the Church Steps where it had all started 
some three and half hours earlier. 
 

 
Photograph by Phil Tremain, majorimages.co.uk 

 

  The two wins takes young Sean’s total wins to five, all 
for the Town. The 2010 Shrove Tuesday win was his first 
to goal, all the other wins having been gained by the 
grueling run over the Parish boundaries at Crossy Ann 
(St Wenn), Whitewater (St Mawgan), Criftoe (St Wenn) 
and Nanskivell (St Mawgan). 
  The two 2010 wins also takes him past the efforts of his 
Father, Sean Johns Senior, who has triumphed with the 
Silver Ball three times, once for the Country and twice for 
the Town; twice taking the ball over the St Mawgan 
boundary at Whitewater (1999 and 2003) and once at 
Nanskivell (1990). 
  The Shrove Tuesday hurl was fought in good spirits with 
the ball travelling up and down the town over and over 
again before young Ben Scott broke to the town goal and 
dealt the ball to Johnsy who reached the goal 
unopposed. 
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  The Saturday week after was a very different picture 
with vicious scrums in the middle of the Town and less 
free running. At the start of the game Town Crier, Colin 
Roberts, warned hurlers against any foul play and 
encouraged a good and fair contest. 
  When the ball broke down Union Hill just after an hour 
of it being thrown up everyone thought that was the end 
but, unexpectedly, the ball was doubled back and 
brought back through the Town. Then the hurlers made 
for the Town goal, but again the ball was taken out 
towards Halveor and off the Nanskivell across the St 
Mawgan Parish Boundary. 
 

 
Photoraph by Phil Tremain, majorimages.co.uk 

 

  At eight o’clock precisely the ball was ‘called up’ by the 
winner and the youngsters of the Town enjoyed ‘’Silver 
Cocoa’ poured from a gallon can with the ball dropped in. 
Later the hurlers enjoyed ‘Silver Beer’ in a similar style 
throughout the pubs and clubs in the Town. 
  And so, another year’s hurling behind us in the Parish 
and another two Johns’s names to be added to the 
winners’ board in the Town Hall – Well done Johnsey! 
 
WEST BRITON AND CORNWALL ADVERTISER –  

10 OCTOBER 1845 – SENT IN BY PAT BANKS. 
 

A SUPERSTITION OF 1845  - At the execution of 
ELLISON, at Bodmin, in August last, it was 
noticed that there was a very active demand for 
pieces of the rope by which the poor wretch was 
suspended, for each of which the executioner 
received one shilling. Many conjectures were 
hazarded as to the future use of these mystical 
fragments, but no one was willing to reveal the 
secret.  It happened a few days since, as one 
of the surgeons of the infirmary was dressing a 
patient, who had a wound in his back, that he 
espied a dirty cord about his neck, from which 
hung, over the breast, a little chintz bag.  On 
asking what it contained, he was told that is 
was "some of the roop what cured his back last 
time."  This answer only whetted the curiosity 
of his surgeon to hear more, and after a little 
further questioning he learnt "that it waz a 
bit of roop the man waz anged wi' to Badment - 
that tather bit waz buried, and az the roop 
ratted the wowned hailled."  Of course a piece 
of stout rope required some time to "rat"; and 
as there was nothing malignant about the ulcer, 
and rest was allowed, dame nature at length 
effected a cure, but the hangman's rope ran 
away with the credit.  How much "useful 
knowledge" is still wanted in our remote 
parishes, this specimen of the existing "thick 
darkness" abundantly proves. 
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The New Cornish Pascoe Tartan. 
 

If you are interested in the new Pascoe Family Tartan, 
then contact Nessa c/- her mother’s email address – 

andrew.brown08@btinternet.com 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEART OF A GARDEN GREETING CARDS. 
  Kernow/Cornwall is one of three new landscape ranges from 
The Heart of a Garden with a Celtic connection. Kernow cards 
feature Cornish landscapes with a bi-lingual story on the 
reverse. The cards are blank inside, but carry inspirational 
prose, poetry or an incredible fact. 
For more information email – sales@theheartofagarden.com 
Or log onto their website at www.theheartofagarden.com 
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Meetings on the LAST Tuesday of every month, except 
December, from 7pm at the ROD EVANS SENIOR 
CITIZENS CENTRE, Cnr. Hay & Plain Streets, East Perth.    
Parking available at rear. Tea/Coffee supplied.  BYO Supper. 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS:  
$10.00 Single.  $15.00 Family. 
 
REG. ADDRESS: 64 Wimbledon Street,  Beckenham. 6107 
EMAIL: rwthomas@mail2me.com.au   
WEBSITE ADDRESS: http://www.busby.net/cawa 

 
PATRON:           Mr. Lambert Truran.                   9271 7014 
   Cornish Bard - (Pen Melen) 
 
PRESIDENT:     Mr. Ralph Thomas.                     9458 5435 
      Cornish Bard - (Map Pendyn) 
 
SECRETARY:    Mrs. Wendy Thomas.                  9458 5435 
 
TREASURER:   Mrs. Anne Busby.                        9399 3820  
 
HISTORIAN:      Mr. Lambert Truran.                   9271 7014 
 
WEB-MASTERS:  Bret and Anne Busby.             9399 3820 
 
CO-EDITORS:  Ralph and Wendy Thomas.          9458 5435 
 
HON. AUDITOR:  Mike Hearn. 
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